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You've got snaill SpongeBob learns not to tal(e his pet formnted.
f
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"SpongeBob Squeezes Tears |

Of Laughter Out of Snail Tale

By Tom SuaLES
Washington Post Staff Writer

Probably the funniest half-hour of TV air-
-mgtomghtnsahleofabandonment.loneh—
- ness, grief and regret. It’s not just funny, it’s

deeply hilarious: a new 22-minute episode
of “SpongeBob ts” that Nickel-
odeon is calling a “half-hour special” (most
episodes are 11 minutes long) and is un-
veiling in prime time, at 8. :
When “SpongeBob” takes over, Nickel-

odeon stops being exclusively a kids" net-
work. Indeed, the thin-skinned - actually,
no-skinned — undersea creature regularly
attracts nearly 13 million adults 18 and old-
er to his daily antics and shenanigans. His is
the top-ranked show among children ages 2

~and 11.

WatchntwnthchﬂdrenbetweenZandll ;
as I have on many a happy occasion, and
ymm:ghtﬁndyourselﬂaughmgmorethanf

See TV PREVIEW, (7, Col. 3




Tonight’s Most Absorbing 22 Minutes w53

TV PREVIEW, From C1 -

‘To make life even sweeter, Nickel-
odeon announced yesterday that it
has ordered 20 more original epi-
sodes. of “SpongeBob” to air next
year, bringing the number of epi-
sodes to 100. The new ones join the
old ones in perpetual rotation, and
there are children out there who've
seen every episode produced. No, I
am not one of them. 'm sure I've
missed at least, uhh, duhhh — well,

(page 26f2)

let’s just say “several” In fact,
“many.

episode
mightbeulledablttersweetﬁot.’l‘i-
tled “Where's Gary?,” wsﬁlledwith

melancholy undertone.
smcelta]!uhesplaceattheboﬁom
of the sea, undertow.
The Gary"mthehﬂe:sSponge

keepsw occasionally utters
a meek “meow” and, when he does

e is what

venture out, tends to leave a trail of
slime. As the episode begins,
home with a

‘SpongeBob_arrives
heavy bag of snail food for Gary but’

is distracted by the concurrent arriv-
al of his new Mermaid Man and Bar-
nacle Bill Paddle-Ball Set.

He forgets everything else

tains nothing but an old fly, a cobweb
and some sort of lint. Unable to get
SpongeBob’s attention, Gary runs
away — in the loosest possible sense
of that term — and is soon onboard
a Snailways Bus that will take him to

pened while he was paddle-balling
himself into imbecility. “T blew it, I
really blew it. I took you for granted,
Gary!l’msm-ryl"lnaddnmntothe

) soliloquy

plasters every availabl
swreﬁ'ontandpolewithpostmm-
ploring Gary to come home.
There is a lesson here, of course
— not so much a lesson as a parody

~ of a lesson, since the.morals of the

“SpongeBob” stories m'always ex-
tremely and satirically obvi

Treasure your ﬁ'mdsandh'eatﬂlem
well,andthnteeﬂnmlymdudesymr

familiar in that once before, Gary
took a |eave of absence. ’l'hatwason
episode ~called

SpongeBob

to Patrick had everything to do with
the treats that Patrick was carrying
around in his pocket and nothing to
do with Patrick himself. Gary and
SpongeBob were reunited in fra-
ternal bliss — until this latest catas-

of taking any aspect of life for grant-
ed.whoasksnoﬂlmgfromtheworld

and, unlike those watching, will stay

Or at least as long as Nickelodeon
keepspmlqngwhlsophonandre-
newing his series.

SpongeBob SquarePants (30 minutes)
airs tonight at 8 on Nickelodeon.



