The laws which regulate psychic affairs can be pursued as well and prebably better from the other side of the ved,

Irue Ghost Stories

T is safe to say that for
some centurics Lo come
the human race will be
very uctively engaged
in defining the laws
which regulite psychic affairs, and it is for-

tunately a line of study which has the peculiar
advantage to these who indulge in it, that they
can pursue it just as well, and probably better,
from the other side of the vell.

At present there is work lying to haad for a
hundred investigators. The innumerable ree-
ords which exist in varions forms, and which are
now scattered throughout papers, magazines, reports
of learned societies andl family traditions are bike
masses of ore which have been extracted from the
ground but are still lying in demps waiting to be
sparated into preciows ingots on the one side and
slag-heap on the other.  They have to be examined,
collected into classes, reviewed in the light of our
ever-increasing knowledge, and an eadeavor made to
find underlying principles running through this vague
collcction of matter, so that at last we may touch
solidd ground by getting hold of some elementary laws

Ihe first thing #s that we should have authentic
cascs, 5o that the foundation of our reasoning may be
sound,

The second is to compare these authentic cases
together and sce what common characteristios they
pomsess, shirking nothing and following the facts
wherever they lead without any peeliminary preju-
dice.

This is of course the true scientific fashion, but
it is unfortunately one which has been neglected by
most scientific men in approaching this new subject
which would not fit in with thelr precosceivod ideas

Let us hunt among these fascinating problems for
shards and splinters out of which a moble mosaic will
ome day be constructed, and let us see whether here
und there we may not find two or three pieces which
fit together, and give some idea of 2 permanent pat-
tern, even though it be a fantastic one

I will begin by telling three stories which seem to
be absolutely authentic and then we shall eadeavor to
trace some underlving connection,

The Vault at Christchurch

FUI( full particulars of the fist case the reader is
referred to “West Indian Tales” by Algermon
Aspinall, with the explanation that the word “Tales'
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is not used in the sense of inventions and that the
facts are authentic, as is by numerous refer
ences in the narrative, facts relate to the
singular series of events which happened in connection
with the vault at Christchurch near the village of
Oistin on the south coast of Barbados.

In the old shave days when rum and sugnr were the
foundations of many a ly fortune, things were
dome on a larger scale in the West Indies, and thi<
burial vault was a very fine one. It was made of
great blocks of coral and cement, partly sunk into the
earth, for the grave-yard was on an hill, and
terrific storms sweep over those latitudes. The
entrance was then covered by a buge shb of
marble.

Within, the dimensions of the vaslt were twdlve
feet by six and a half.

So Cydopean was the masoary and so remote the
site that one would imagine an inmate was almest
as secure as a king of Egypt in the heart of his
pyramid. A contractor and a gang of skilled work
men W be needed [to eflect an entrance into so
solid & comstruction.

Little did those who erected it imagine that the
whole island would be convulsed by the repeated
proofs of its insecurity.

in July, 1807, a Mrs. Goddard was buried therein,
and ber coffin was found undisturbed in February,
1508, when a child named Mary Chase was laid in a
leaden casket beside her.  For years the vault was
clesed, bat on July, 1812, it was opened to admit a
Miss Dorcas Chase. The hoerified workmen found
the coffin of the infant standing on its head in a corner,
It was supposed that some mischievous and sacri-
legious wretch bad been guilty of a senseless outrage;
s0 after the coffin was rearranged the great marble
dab was once agaia placed in position, to be opened
pext month when a My Chase joined the family

group within, During the
month there seems to have
been no disturbance.

In September, 1815, four
years having elapsed, the

vault was opened once more to admit an infant
Samuel Ames. Once again all was in horrible
confusion, and the coffins Bttered across one an
other. The affair was now becoming a scandal,
and the tlk of the whole settiement-—the whites
putting it down to vandalism and the negroes to
ghosts, Once again the vault was closed, and
once again, two months later, it was enex]
to admit one Samuel Brewster. Crowds followed
the coffin and gathered round the vault when the
great slab was pushed aside.

In the short interval evervthing had again been
disarranged, the coffins being abominably mas
handled. Mrs. Goddard's coftin, which seems to
have boem of wood, was broken, but this may
have been natural decay.  The lenden coffinsg wen
scattered at all angles,

Ounce agnin they were reverently collected, the
wooden coffin was tied up, and the vault secured,

HREE vears later, on July 7th, 18519, Miss Clarke

was to be buried in the vault., So great was the
public excitement that the Govemor, Lord Comber
mere, of Peninsular fame, attended the ceremeny with
his maff and aidesde-camp.  Things were as bad as
ever, The wooden coffin was intact, but the others
were seattered in all directions. Lond Combermere
was »o interested that bhe had the whole structure
searched and sounded, but there was no hidden ap-
proach or underground passage. It was an insoluble
mystery,

The cofins were rearranged, and the floor care-
fully sanded, so that footsteps woukd be revealed.
The door was cemented up, which seemas to have been
dome on each occasion, but this time the Governor
affixed his own particular seal. The British Govern-
ment had officially entered the Bats against the powers
of darkness,

It is humiliating to add that the Powers of Darkness
scemed not in the Jeast abashed by the Governor or
by the Empire which be reprewnted.  Next year, in
April. 1820, it was determined that an official in-
spection should be made without waiting for a fresh
interment. Lord Combermere, with a formidable
official party and a strong ally in the Rev. T. Order-
son, Rector of the parish, repalred to the vault, where
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To the horror and amazement of the workmen, the leaden coffing were scattered at all angles.

the seuls were found Intact and all in apparest order
The coment was then broken and the shab removed by
he exertions of ten negroes, who had the utmost
ditficulty in forcing an entrance. On cxposing the
aterior, it was fousd, 1o the horror and amazement of
the party, that the difiiculty in opening the vault had
been caused by the fact that a leaden coffin within,
heavy that several men could hardly move it, had
teen Jammoed upside down against the shab, There
was greal contusbon within, but no marks upon the
and which covered the floor,  So horrifiod was cvery-
wee by this fimal test, that the bodics were now re-
moved and buried esewhere.  The empty vault re-
wains, and is likcly for many centuries to remain, as
a refuge for saakes or contipodes, upon the lomely
beadland which overlooks the Atlantic

What is ene to make of such a story as that?

The facts seem 1o be bevond question,  Are there
way points which are particularly 10 be noted from a
psychic polnt of wiew, in the hope that the germs of
w may lie within? Oae s that the antipathy of
those unscen forces was aroused apparently by the

wlen collfims.  When the wooden coffin was alone &
was not mobested.  Tis decay seems 1o have been
ratural, and when it was tied up it wis not again
Ssturbed. I it ever received any injury, it may well
hive been from the weight of the posderous Jeaden
ooffins which were dashed about around it, That is
wae possible point, A second and mwore importam
oe b, that all psychic phenomena seem 1o show that
the disembodied bave no power of their own, but tha
it 5 always derived from the emanations of the living
which we call ankmal magnetism or other names,

Now, this vault with its absobutely air-tight walle
was particulardy adapted for holding in such foroes
cing an exaggerated form of that cabinet which &
wed for that very purpose by a genwine mediam, 1§
the walls of cloth of a cabinet can comtain these
easations and condense them, how much more the
id walls of this vault, To bring in these woight
den coffins, the space must have been crowded with
overbeated negroes; and when the slab was at once
bermetically sealed, these efiluvia were enclosed and
nemained behind, furnishing a possible source of thar

material power which is neediul for material effects
These are two points worth noting before we pas on

10 determine if any such cases may fall into line with
bis one

We have not far to seek, for one is quoted in the
very book under discussion, with a reference to the
Europran Magezine for Scptember, 1815, under the
beading: “The Curious Vault at Stanton in Saffolk.”
In the magazine account, it says: “On opening the
ault some years since, scveral leaden coffins with
vooden cases that hadd been on bicrs, were found dis
placedd to the great astonishment of many. The

itms were placed as before, when some time ago,
snother of the family dying, they were a second time
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IKE masses of ore already extracted from

the ground, but sull lyuu‘ in dumps ready
to be separated into precious ingots on the
one side and slag heaps on the other, are
innumerable records — in papers, magazines,
family traditions — from which will come to
be defined the laws that regulate psychic
affairs. Let us hunt lmnn‘ these fascinating

problems for shards and splinters out of
whu-h a noble mosaic of a permanent pattern
will one day be constructed.

found displaced. Two years later, they were found
not only all off the biers, but one collin, as heavy as
10 require cight men to raise it, was found on the
fourth step that leads into the vault.™ There, un
happely, the infornsation ends. It tallics very closely
with the West Indian case so far as 12 goes, but is far
weaker as regards the evidence and the details. 1
have made inquiry from the present Vicar of the
parish, but have been umable 1o improve cither the
one or the other. The “atement that the phenome
non occurred twice and the peecise information as te
the situation of the coffin upon the fourth step of the
stair, seem to remove the story from vague rumor
and 1o show that it was based upon some actual fact

The Hearse Horses
of Ahrenshurg

HE next case, however, is fuller and mere cir
camstantial. It comes from the Livonian village
of Akresaburg in the Baltic, and remsote us the scene
is, the evidence is well attested, There is a consider
able cemelery in the village, which s dotted with
small peivate chapels, cach of them with a fomily
barial vault beneath i, The fimest of these belonged
to a family namedd Buxhoewden, which faced the puls
lic high road, and contained cortain posts to which
the horses of the farmers wad to be haltered when the
owners were occupied in the town,  The first signs of
anvihing peculiar lay in the behavior of these crentures
which showed such symptoms of terror that they at
tracted the notice of passers-by,  They were covered
with sweat, trembled all over, and in three cases ac
tually died from the violence of their emotion, At
the same time, certain boud but vague sounds were
heard 1o come, either from the chapd or from the
vault bencath it
These portents were in the carly
the year 1844,
In July, a member of the Buxhboewden family del
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aml the hearse horses on approaching the cometery,
showed the same signs of terror as the others. The
service in the chapel was interrupted by hollow groans,
which may have been imagined by a congregation who
were alecady predisposed 1o alarm,. What was not
imagination, however, was the fact that those who
afterward descended into the vault, fousd the coffins
there, which had been in rows, cust into a confused
heap upon the wooden theor. “These coffins seem 10
have boen of massive cak, very strosgly and beavily
made.  This might have been the wark of some enemy
10 the family, but the duors of the vault had been se-
cured and the bocks were intact. There was always
the possibility of false kevs, however, so the coffins
were replaced in their order, and the place very care-
fully secared.

As the agitation of the borses and the geeral unrest
of the community still continwed, the chief man of the
district, Baron de Guldenstubbe, took up the matter
officially, and 50 the Russian government found itself
itvolved in the same one-sided contention from which
the Governor of Barbados had gained so hirtle satis-
faction. With two of his family, he made a peeclimi-
nary examination, and then finding the coffine once
ngrin in confusion, he formed a committec of investi-
wation consisting of himsell, the bocal bishop, the
Bargomcister, a physician named Luce, and four
representative citizens

ON entering the vault, they again found that the
enemy had been at work, and that the contents
were scattered in all directions.  Oualy three coffins
those of a very saintly grandmother and two little
children, were undisturbed.  Attempted robbery was
suggested as am cxplanation, which was the merc
plausible as an adjoining vault had once been entered
and some gobd fringe taken from the coffins. But
nothing was pow missing, nor was there any means ol
emtrance., The Committoe purseed its rescarch with
great care, even to the point of opening some coffins
to sce if rings and trinkets buried with the owners
were still within, It was found that this was so.
Warkmen were then called in to examine the floor and
the walls, but mo possible secret entrance could be
discovered,

Everything was mow chsod up once more, and the
disconsolate Committoe withdeew, after pi L.mnz heavy
seals upon the door. Belore leaving the vault, fine
nshes were scattered all over the wooden floor, and
also over the steps leading down, and the pavement of
the chapel. Fimally, guards were set for three days
and nights. 1t must be admitted that they did things
thoroughly in the village of Ahrensburg. At the end
of that time the Commision returned in full state,
with the whele population linisg the churchyard rails,
vager to hear the results

Ihe seals were unbeoken, the door unopened, but
the interior of the vault was in  (Condinued on page 74)
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the usual state of chaos, No sign at any
point was found upon the ashes, and o by
man feet had entered, but great forces had,
nane the bows, been at work,

The secret powers, reinforced rather than
abashed by the rocent visit of the Comns
sion, had wrought far greater mischief than
before,

Al the coffims were scattesed, save the
same three which had been evernpt befoer.
Same of the heaviost had been placed upside
domm, 50 that the corpee was on [1s head and
In one instance the lid had burst, and the
right arm of the inmate, whe was a man who
bad died by his own hand, was peotruding
sl polnting towards the ceiling.

Such was the fearome spectacle which
grected the Commission. They were duly
moted in a detailed repoet, ssl are still to be
censulted among the oficial reconds of the
Isdand of Oesel, with the names of the wit-
Besses attached,

It ks ako om record that the effect upon the
mind of Dr. Luce, who was n man of con
siderable attainments, and & Veltairan in re
lighon, was a camplete change of mental out
look and that revuldom from materialises
which any actual ceatsct with the spiritual
world, meast loghcally peoduce

HE result of these grucsome phenomens

was, that the coffing were removed from
the vault and were buricd in earth, after
which complete tranquility scems to have
descended upon the litthe village. Not only
were there o disturbances to vex the pope
Iation, but the hoeses were observed to oce
py their old stance without terror.

Apart from the officlal record, Mr, Dak
Owen, who was American Minister to Naples,
uzd a man of great intolligence, met Miss de
Guldenstubbe and her brother in 1850 and
took their personal recollections of the whale
matter, It & from his woek that | have
taken these details,

No doubt many sech cases could be re
coeded, but bere at least, are three which

to be authentic, and which reproduce
the same chamcteristios.

If relics of some stranpe animal weee found
In threo different localities, the first comcle
shon among men of science would be that
such an asimal did exist, and was henceforth
to be lnchedod umang the creatuses of carth

The nest peoceeding would be to compare
the relics and to esddesvor lo reconstruct
somo imape of the pewcomer,

In the same way, these theee cases may be
said fairly 1o ostablish the fact of these
curivas phenomena which imvolve the dese
cration of graves—a fact which, however
Rruesome, does ot least strike at the very
roots of that material view of life which has
been 3o fashiensblo,

I'A"" wlecady been stated that ene or mos

living people in a confned space which i
afterwards chosed up, may leave behimd thens
somcthing human and yet inviside, which
aufhiciently subtle to be weed by forces from
the other side as u basis for matorial phe
e,

All movements of solid objects, touchel o
untouchod, in the prevesco of a modium o
to be explained in this fashion, and the for
may be oxpectel 10 be stronger when consned
within a hmited space

ET us suppose that in the case of ench of
these three vaults there was an accumula
tion of this mywerious, but wery corain
power, left behind by the coffin bearers, and
possitdy reinforced by the commitiees of in
wiry, who would have boen very amased had
they bevn told that they were in all peobabili
ty thesselves contributing to the phesomens

There, T think, you have the physical basis
which ks necessary for cvery sparitual mani
festation, for it cannot too often of tos clearly
be insisted upon that spirits are pet omni
potent and irrespoasible forces, but that they
are under & rule bo less strict tham our own,

One of these Inws is that a physical basis is
needed for every physical manifestation
We may find in the hlun some Ban-husan
Basks, Sor it is concelvalie that some subtl
chemical action could be established which
would gemerute this magsetic force, just a
ainc and acid gemernte the kindeed mystory
of electricity,

But & physical basis there must be.

No ghost was ever self-supporting.

He can exist without osr hedp, but he can
not manifest to humane eyes without deaw
ing his material from buman (or possihily
amimal) sources. That, as it seems o s
is eme of the lawsof the new world of science

HERE is some evidesce which could e
cited in full if it did ot Jead us down
lonathy side strect, that when o life has been
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cut short before it has reached s Gl
appaintod term, whether the cayse be mur
et or suicide (of accident | speak with los
coafidence) there remains n stose of unused
vitality which may, whese the circumstances
are favorable, work itself off in capricious and
irregular ways,

This is, 1 adeit, & provisional theory, bt
it has been forced wpon my mind by many

l,‘l\' ALLY, the quoestion aries—what was

the obiject of such phenomens? We see
that the rosult in at least two cases out of
three was, that the deand were buried chse-

bere.

.\;v|un-mly for some renson, the carth
burial may have been desired instead of the
sochasion of the vault

It weuld certainly basten the absodute de

She saw 4 table remain in the sir, slthough four men tried o drag it down,

comsiderations, and epecially by an ingeiry
which T conductod mywell where a series of
childish and apparently senseless physcal
anens mi:\] fn the discovery of the

hody of a chiM in the adjacent garden,

Such a theory would go some way to ex-
plain, or ot least to throw same dim light
upem, the distarbances which from all past
time have beon associated with scencs of vio-
lence andd murder

I it could be conceived that the unseen
part of o man is divisible into the higher
which pasees on as spint, and the bawer which
mepresents animal fenctions and mere wnused
vitality, then it is this batter which has not
been normally worked off in o life prematun
Iy ended, and which muy express itsell in
strange semi intelligent fashion alterwands

In dreams, one is conscious of some sach
division where the higher functions occasien-
ally bring us back touches of the most
spiritual, while the lower functions, deprived
for the time of judgment, humor, and all the
spirit gualitics, evolve a capricious and gm-
tesque Nfe of their own, which has neither
reasen Bor setine of progortion, and vet soems
very real 1o us im our shumbers

Tk pot @ subjoct upon which one could be
dogmatic, bat the days are pasing when all
asch caecs can be disposcd of by being
brushod askde and ignosed as supoentition

Somwe sort of immework must be formed in
10 which they can be fitted, and with fuller
Anowledge the it will be closer,

'Google

oompasition of the Tusdy, # that should he
pood frem the podnt of view of the other
world

‘This seems a far-fetched supposition, and
wne very much at variance with the belief of
those numesous nations who bave practised
the art of embalming and corpse-preserva-
thon, bat if this was not the object of the
disturbiance it must be admitted that it is
diffcult 10 see what ot her resalt was attsined,
save a very compelling preod of unseen in-
telligence umd powers.

i 2 spoedy decompasition was the object
aimod at, then the leaden and heavy sk
coflins would check the process which would
be swifler im the more fragile ones, This
might conceivally explain the particular vi
odence which seems 1o hav e been used lawands
the more permasent materials.

Perhaps, Bowever, we lose time in search
ing for mational explanations since there is
ample evidence that there «an be rowdiness
beyoad the weil as well as bere

ONDZ remark should be made before passing
on te another form of ghostly maniiests
ton, It has been sabd that the basis for
plysical results Bes in the haman organism
1t s not meamt, however, that there & am
relution betueen the small amount often 12
ken from the mwedinm amd the great physical
rosults obideed. It is clesr that the unseen
forces com et groat power from a limited s
Py of this subtle material,
In the case carofelly olmerved amd sotel
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by Professor Zollner of Leipaig, a beam o
wood which two homses could Dot haee
drageed apart wis shattered inte pleces =
the presence of Slades. A friend of mine wh
Wis present at & mevting of the Galigher o
e, saw 2 table ascend in the air, and reman
thore, although four strong men did il 1hey
oouM to dmg it dewn

It ks true that in a sitling of this sort e
medium, Miss Goligher, froquently rogistoss]
a boss of weight, amounting 1o a stooe in 2
sance, upon the woighing dial which I
Crawford had esected; but it is clear that the
force exerted by the unseen powers was very
muach greater than this and was due o ther
manipulation of the material which ber o
ganism bad provided.

In some of the sittings of I, D. Horse, the
forve was so great that the whale buildiag
wsed 1o shake as i & heavy trais were passing
below 1.

A ND here comes ene of the mysterbes which
bear directly upos that defmition of
wpirit luw which is so deslzalile

In spite of the posibility of wsing vast
power, there is 3 chear, and so far a5 coedille
reconds go, an unbroken erdinamce thet 3
ghost may mot for its own peranal ends de
stroy asythiog or injure asyore

This may seem in contradiction 1o the boe
Len coffing, but that may mot bove been for
peronal ends, but an accklent dee to the
fallisg about of heavy weights.

1lere is an authentic case in dlustration

A great [riend of mise, & Romsan Cathelic
peie:t, whase word could met be doubsed by
anyone who knew him, was sent for & et
cure to a losely howse upon the coast which
was froquently wsed Ly other priosts for the
|ame purpose. Save [r an old crone and
one or two charitable visitors, he was abso-
lately abooe

After a few days, be became comscious of
strusge nobwes in the bouse, which at lat
reached & point that, te guote his own d
sription, “it sounded at night 2 if thes
were A stoam-engise and Janking is the
room bolow.”

Nothisg was visible, but the sounds were
incessant and were heard by two vi itors
cleurly as by the insate.  The priest is his-
wlf open, more thas mest men, to P oychk
Impressions, and upon that night he had a
dream or vislon which was s shsobately
clenr that he determined to st upwes it

He descended in the morning and asked the
ol woman whether there was not an usased
room in the basement,

She amswered that there was

He emtered it and fosnd that he had al
ready seen it in his dreams—a small, dusty
oobiwebbasd place, with some old bosks «
theolegy heaped in the corners.  He walked
at ome b0 oae of thee hoaps, ploked up 3
Iewak, an in bis doenm, openad i, 1ok out 2
shevt of written paper, ghanced at it to make
sire Ahat M was really ns revealed, and thes
ied it inte the Eitchen, wiwee be stuffed
ot hetwoes the bars of the grate.

Fhe pager was a written preparstion foe
confesion, made out by some over<onscics
Lhotin or onver mvethodicoud inmate of the s
who had noted dowm a peod many more
Uhings than were duesirabie for public pergsal
Presumably be bad died shortly afsernard,
and bl been woeried by the rocollection of
this document, which be had taben thew
means to have destroyed

There was no further disturbances of any
sort within the house

\'U\\'. here is a story which is undoubtedly
b true, and which cannot be met by am
of the ingenious explanations of the honea
hut sheptacal, researn hor

I the sehoomacmis knowdodge of my friend
could have takd him that the paper was there,
it certainly could not have caused the noises
which alarmed him. It has to be cxamined
as a fact, as the goelogint already queted,
weuld exsmine the skin of his rare animal

The unhappy spirit could apparestly draw
poswer either from the old hbouwscheeyer, or, as
15 more likely, from the young, and psychic
priest 1o shake the very bowse with vibrations
and yet with all this power he could ot de
stroy & frall sheet of paper, but bad to bring
s destruction about in this indisect fashion

This seems to be a solid and notewoethy
comchusion. ANl suthentic tales whese spirit
limger earth-beund because they appear to b
worriod over carthly things, concesled treq
wre, bwt documionts or other mch matters
come into this category, and the question
which one naturally asks, "Why can’t they
st the matter rieht for themed ‘s an
awered by, “They have not the power. It is

ves’
sgabnsd the lu
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